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empty promise?

or honest allyship,

followed by action,

which does not shy away from its own borders,
which at the same time respects personal borders,
which consequently overcomes national borders,
that recognizes historical contexts,

that disempowers patrichal structures,

that takes responsibility.

Caring for each other -

powerfully!




We want a fair world, a better world. We agree on that.
But what does solidarity have to do with a just world?
What does solidarity have to do with care? Can solidarity
overcome the circumstances? And let's be serious: what
does solidarity mean at all?
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care and solidarity
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The three interviews that are in the zine were done with

anti-racist activists in rural areas. The conversations are m'“
presented in summarized form - in consultation with the

interviewees. \ \ﬁ
Questions were asked about the own perspective/

positioning, the social and personal meaning of solidarity,
the connection between gender and solidarity action, and
the role of solidarity in the climate crisis. The two interviews
with Sara and Tepeina were held in english, the interview
with Eva in german. The names are pseudonyms.
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| is weak, we is strong.
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% Germany is not my home. | am a "Auslanderin®. |
come with different geograpphical, social and
cultural perspectives and outlooks on life. I am (a)
violent(ly) woman, because i have to fight to have

the same rights as males.

Violently african refugee women* should especially
experience a lot of solidarity. As a refugee woman*, you
never have a break. You are a mother, you have to work,
your asylum process is ongoing, it goes on and on and
never stops. We have to fight extra hard to live as equals.
The position of women* in society is negotiable. That of
refugees even more so. This becomes clear in the fact that
women's rights do not apply equally to everyone. That is

why we - as women*, refugees and our friends - have to
fight together in solidarity.



The problems of individuals are always the problems of
many others in the world. Therefore, solidarity means
solving these problems together and with many. None of
us can master his*her life alone - living means living with
others and taking on the perspectives of others. The
problems associated with the climate crisis cannot be
solved by individuals either. They are the result of
collective action and must also be solved together and
globally.

Collective action alone is not enough. The people
who make policy decisions and pass laws must be
held accountable. Above all, policies must be made
by the people they affect.
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- "Carework" has been a central term in
o A Y S e _ . .
v feminist discourse since the 1980s (1).
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| The needs of others, and also the
" preservation of an intact ecosystem (2)
AN q are given priority here.
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Typical care work
includes, for

example, cleaning, =
nursing or childcare. /858




This care for the physical and mental health of others is
often badly paid or not paid at all (2). In the discourse it
is also criticized that care work is mostly done by
women* (3) or people with migration background (4).
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= My salary is half the rent




does all this
have to do

There are findings according to which
similar structures can be found in the = == o
exploitation of women* as in the =
handling of the ecological environ-
ment (5). In this way, the body and the
labor power of women* are supposed
to be endlessly available to society,
just as nature would be infinitely
usable and exploitable (6).

(7) Sturgeon 1997, 5.26F o
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% | speak from a woman's perspective, |
am white, european and privileged.

Solidarity is an appreciative
encounter at eye level

For me, solidarity means appreciative encounters at eye
level. Because help that is imposed on others reinforces
power relations. This also means meeting each other
(value)free at first. Every person has a right to exist. No
matter where they are or where they come from - with
every need and every ability.

| also have to be aware of my own privileges, for example
in freedom of travel. | have to deal with the injustices
that come with it. Starting with myself, | can achieve a
snowball effect.
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As a single mother, | would like solidarity
from the housing market. | am currently
looking for an apartment and | am at the
bottom of the list. | also wish for solidarity
especially from male people. | don't want to
be called a mouse or cute. | don't want to
have to discuss that. It makes me angry. |
once slapped one in the face - afterwards |
felt a mixture of bad conscience and courage.

Solidarity also means working for better political
conditions. But politics is usually like fighting
windmills. That's why it's extremely important to join
together in groups.

With regard to the climate crisis, for me solidarity means
not closing the borders to the people who are fleeing
because we are living here in a land of milk and honey at
their expense. People must be put before capital.
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Solidarity can be classified as a part of care work. This is

because social or ecological concerns are brought into focus

here, sometimes at one's own expense (8): Solidarity is a way

~ of living relationships (9). The prerequisite for this is the

| ability to distance oneself from power structures (10) , to

question one's own privileges and to take (political)
responsibility (11).
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The aim of solidarity is to bridge
differences (12) while recognising
inequalities (13).

the limits of nation states, private

- rfass;_gm ownership (14) and profits, as well as |
e keeping the limits of nature (15). _’

- J'
o agaﬂ",l st

In politics, this means overcoming i
‘ol
/

’
ffrl

-
x
¥




|I.~‘,,_,.'
P

-

-h:»' "T’:" :
. = “ -
1,; =\l i '-I

%

w

-

o A

But solidarity is a matter for all of us. Solidarity is = =
always also a fight - because change brings resistance = ul
(16). Glouldhawke - indigenous author - defines =&
solidarity like this: ik i
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24 }" - "[...] to fight with others without pretending

' to be one of them.... to have one's own
struggles and to combine them with those of
others without adopting the fights of others
asone'sown" (17).
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Solidarity is when society
has respect for refugees,
women's* rights do not
depend on asylum status,
and women* have space to
fight together.

% | am a woman from Eritrea. | have also lived in Bahrain for a
while. Like many other women*, | got married to start a family.
My husband fled to Norway. In a long process of five years, |
tried to follow him there in various ways. Eventually | got a visa
to Europe and met my husband. But after a few months, | was
deported to Germany. Here | am stuck now - why?! Where is the
humanity?

We do not come here because we are hungry, but because many
of us suffer from the political conditions in our countries of
origin, such as a dictatorship. But here we also suffer because
our dreams and hopes die - we die inside. Some of us destroy
ourselves with drugs and with alcohol.
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Germany destroys refugees because it does not consider them as
equal human beings, makes bad policies, treats them in a racist way
and exploits them. In Germany, everyone knows women's rights, but
where are the rights of refugee women*? Pregnant women* and
women* with children get deported!

= finally at home

. . v
The power is in the women*. In me and in the refugees. 0.
They should not wait for someone else to act. We should
act ourselves. | want to wake women* up, that they can °
support each other, that they don't have to depend on m
someone. | also want to reach refugee boys and men - :
because they are petrified and need to wake up.

When we are together, we quickly learn
from each other. A state of solidarity
would be a state in which refugees are not
separated from society. Especially the
children should not be separated from
each other. That's how they learn racism.
Racism destroys us. Racism destroys
Germany - because we are here.




Solidarity is not only a question of position, but
also of concrete action and change. This action has
to be reflected, sometimes limited and sometimes
strengthened, in order to do justice to the existing
power structures and global - social and ecological -

realities.
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Disclaimer

- Who is responsible for this zine?

We are two
white positioned (+) women*

with a german passport

This zine was created in connection with the project
workshop "Gender & Climate Justice”" at the
University for Sustainable Development Eberswalde.
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